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Are We Friendly? 
 
October is an exciting month for our churches. Across the Tattnall-Evans Baptist Associ-
ation, many churches will host fall festivals, trunk-or-treats, harvest celebrations, and 
other special events. These are wonderful opportunities to open our doors and invite our 
communities to come and fellowship with us. 
 
But there is an important question we need to ask ourselves: 
Are we ready for the visitors who come through our doors? 
 
Being ready means more than having enough candy, food, games, and activities. It 
means preparing our hearts to welcome people who may not look like us, dress like us, 
act like us, or know the “way things are done” in our church. 
 
I once heard a story about a wife who had been inviting her husband to church for years. 
Finally, one Sunday, he agreed to go. She was thrilled! She hoped this might be the be-
ginning of something wonderful in his life. 
As they sat in church, his cell phone accidentally went off. He quickly turned it off,  
embarrassed and apologetic. But instead of receiving grace, he heard comments from 
people around him about how disrespectful and inappropriate it was. He left that 
church feeling embarrassed and unwelcome. Later that afternoon, he went to a local bar. 
While he was there, he accidentally spilled his beer. Instead of criticizing him or making 
him feel uncomfortable, someone simply laughed, helped clean it up, and welcomed 
him. 
 
The point of the story is not that the bar was a better place than the church. The point 
is that people often return to places where they feel welcomed. That ought to 
make every one of us stop and think. 

 
Our churches should be among the friendliest places in our communities. When some-
one walks through our doors, they should experience the love of Christ before they ever 
hear the words of a sermon. 
 
As we prepare for October festivals and special events, let's ask ourselves: 
Will a first-time guest even be noticed? 
Will someone greet them warmly? 
Will we make room for them? 
Will we help them know where to go? 
Will we introduce ourselves and learn their name? 

Will we show them the grace we have received from Jesus?                   (Cont.) 
 

MISSIONARY LINES ... 



 

Our Church Family 

Agape. Antioch; Birdford; Bull Creek; Claxton First; Cobbtown; Collins First; Connors; Eastside; Elza; Evergreen; 

Faith; Friendship; Glennville First; Hagan; Little Rock; Mendes; Northside; Oak Grove; Pine Grove; Pineview; Primera 

Agape; Rehoboth; Reidsville; Rogers; Smyrna; Twin Oaks; Unity in Christ 

Hispanic Missions 
Nueva Vida, Reidsville; Noah’s Ark, Aline  

Missionary Lines Continued…  
 
 
 
 
James 2:1 reminds us, “My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Lord of glory, with partiality.” 
 
Our fall events may be the first contact someone has with our church. A family may come 
because their children want to play games. A neighbor may come because someone invit-
ed them. A person who has never attended church may simply be curious. These people 
may not look like us or act like us, but will they feel welcome? 
 
Let's be ready. 
 
Let's make our churches places where people are welcomed, loved, and pointed to Jesus. 
We don't know what burden someone may be carrying or how much courage it took for 
them to walk through our doors. 
 
This October let's not simply have friendly events. Let's make sure we have friendly 
churches. 
 
Are we friendly? 
 
I pray the answer will be a resounding YES! 
 
Remember two important dates: Choir-Fest is Sunday, Oct. 11 at 5:00 at Elza.  
 
The Annual Meeting will be Thursday, Oct. 22 at 7:00 at First Glennville;  
Dr. John Waters will be the guest speaker. 

 
 
— Freddy Gardner 
Associational Mission Strategist 
Tattnall-Evans Baptist Association 



 

Women With a Heart  

for God’s Work 
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Together Encouraging Believers in Action     

         “… Encouraging one another and building each other up…”   1Thess. 5:11 

Happy Fall, everyone! It is a busy season. But we still have important dates 

ahead.  

I know that it’s hard to believe, but it will be Christmas before we know it, and it 

will soon be time to begin participating in the annual Lottie Moon Christmas  

offering. What better way to help keep missionaries on the mission field?  

The Annual TEBA Women’s Ministry Inspirational Banquet held on Thursday, 

September 17, at Cobbtown was an enormous success. Guest Speaker: WMU 

President Pam Murphy did an outstanding job encouraging everyone about being 

“Made for the Mission.”  We had the opportunity to make Hope bracelets, then 

we were challenged to go back to our churches and find a group to do the same 

with those that the Lord has placed in our churches' women’s ministries.  

Thank you to everyone participating in “a little change, changes lives.” So many 

have already brought in their change to the Associational Office, and we have col-

lected just over $20,000.00. I can never say thank you enough. It is wonderful to 

see how the Lord is being honored. Let’s keep up the hard work. This can be an 

ongoing event that we can celebrate each year at the Inspirational Banquet. Eve-

ryone, regardless of age, can participate in our churches. Fundraising bottles are  

available at the TEBA Office. If you have any questions, please contact the  

Association Office.  

Please remember to share that the new name for our TEBA Women’s Ministry 

theme at the Association is:  

“TEBA-Together Encouraging Believers in Action.” 1 Thes 5:11 

 

Love in Christ, 

Lynn 



 

WMU 

Inspirational 

Banquet 

2026 



 

“Health Notes” 

Dear Friends and Family,  

October is here and Praise God for the change of seasons…. A reminder that God is in 

control! The change of seasons also brings colds and flu season. Just a reminder to  

practice good handwashing and drinking at least 6-8 8-ounce glasses of water daily. Stay  

hydrated and cover your coughs. Also, check on your neighbors and make sure they are 

doing well. Sometimes, we may need to offer to pick up some medicine or items from the 

grocery store. This is a simple act that shows the love you have for your neighbor.  

Good Health Ministries continues to accept new patients each week. This allows our  

volunteers the opportunity to pray with patients and help with paperwork, computer 

skills and mostly just offer a listening ear. Some people just need to be given the oppor-

tunity to be heard and seen. We offer biblical guidance on what Jesus would do and in 

turn that gives hope!  

Heartbeat Pregnancy Resource Center continues to serve families in our communities. 

It’s exciting to see how God is moving!  We currently have 11 moms doing online classes 

and they will videochat our advocates a couple times a month.  This allows flexibility for 

working moms or those that may not have transportation. Our advocates guide families 

on parenting and they read God’s word together and pray together. Families are building 

points to use for baby items. A few items we need are infant bath centers/tubs, crib 

sheets, crib mattresses and a toddler bed.  

Until we meet again, I leave you with Deuteronomy 31:8: "The LORD himself goes before you 

and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discour-

aged". 

May your October abound with Blessings ~ 

Wendy West 



 

 

 



 

 

Men on Mission For God  

Association-Wide Men’s Ministry Update 

Greetings  
To All Men of The  

Tattnall-Evans  
Baptist Association 

 
October is here and will be terribly busy for the men of the Association. 
 
We have a ramp-build on October 10th in Claxton at 503 N. Broad Street. Come out 
and join us as we do service for our Lord and a person who needs a ramp. 
 
The Association Fishing rodeo will be on October 31st starting at 8 am at Bro. Keith 
Harvey’s home in Cobbtown. Looking forward to seeing all the families that come out 
for this event to catch fish and have fun. I just want to encourage all the men of the 
association to come out and bring your children or grandchildren and make great 
memories.  
 
The Men’s Ministry Fish Fry and Fellowship will be on November 7th at 5 pm at Col-
lins First Baptist Church. Men and Young Men come out for a time of fellowship and 
tasty food. The men and women of Collins First Baptist Church do an excellent job. 
The prizes are good too.  
 
We have some more ramp builds coming up and will get out those dates and places as 
soon as they are set.  
 
I know we are going into the busy season for churches with Fall Festivals, Choir Fest, 
Annual TEBA Meeting, Thanksgiving, Backpack Give Aways, Christmas and then New 
Years. Let us keep our eyes on Jesus as we go through this busy time.  
 
 
Your Brother in Christ   
Bro. Murray 
 
 
 
 
 
Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endur-
ance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the [a] author and  
[b] finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,  
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.   
            Hebrews 12:1-2 
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“The Joyful Noise” 
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Join Us for CHOIR-FEST  
Sunday, October 11 

5pm 
Elza Baptist Church 

Just a few weeks ago I had the pleasure of returning to one of the churches I 
served for ten years near Phoenix, AZ. First Baptist Church of Tempe flew me 
and my wife Carole out to sing a concert for their monthly senior adult luncheon. 
We had such a marvelous time seeing around 150 dear friends we ministered to 
and served alongside for those ten years. When one serves and leads worship for 
that many years with a congregation, the bonds that form last forever, and to be 
able to hug their necks, share fellowship around the lunch table, and catch up 
with so many was precious. That congregation made a difference in my life. 

I chose to sing a lot of the songs that I had sung in previous programs for the 
seniors, fund raiser events, youth choir songs, and even some songs from musi-
cals that we had done during my ten-year tenure there. In the concert I chose to 
sing one of my favorite songs, “The Old Rugged Cross Made the Differ-
ence” by Gloria and Bill Gaither. I ended my concert with that beloved Gaither 
Vocal Band song, and it is our Spotlight song for this month.   

Written in 1970, it reflects on themes of redemption and the transformative pow-
er of faith. The inspiration for the song came from the story of Bill Gaither's 
grandfather, Grover, who was known for his positive impact on others, and his 
life story serves as a backdrop to the song's message about the significance of Je-
sus' sacrifice on the cross. 

The lyrics tell the story of Grover’s transformation from a man without hope who 
was changed by the nail-scarred hand of Jesus, a home once filled with anger 
that became loving, and a believer's death that becomes rejoicing. The song em-
phasizes that the cross brings hope, love, and victory over death. It echoes the 
biblical truth of redemption through Christ's sacrifice.  

The song has always resonated deeply with me, and to many listeners who find 
great solace in its message. It has become a staple in Christian music, especially 
in the world of Southern Gospel, and is often performed in worship settings, con-
certs, and conferences, highlighting the emotional and spiritual connection many 
have with its lyrics. I encourage you to find a recording of this wonderful Gaither 
treasure, “The Old Rugged Cross Made the Difference” and let the cross of Jesus 
make a difference in your life today. 

Your servant in Christ, Phillip Shepherd 



 

 

 

 



 



 

Heartbeat  

Pregnancy Center  

Current Needs:  

We are currently accepting  

donations of all outdated   

Sunday School Literature, 

Quarterlies as well as  

Unused Church Bulletins !  

 

Just drop them off at the  

TEBA Office  

at your convenience ! 

**URGENT NEEDS** 

Toddler Bed 

Crib Mattresses 

Crib Sheets  

Infant Bath Centers/Tubs 



 

 

Sunday  

October 18 

10:00 am 

 HOMECOMING SUNDAY 

Faith Baptist Church 

11028 Daisy Neville Hwy 
Claxton, GA 30417 

Everyone is Invited to come Hear the  

Message and Bring a Covered Dish to  

Enjoy a Meal together after the Service! 
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Living Hope Baptist Church is seeking an individual to fill the position of 

youth leader/ music person.   

 

This is a part-time/Bi-vocational position.  We are currently willing to pay 

$1,000-1,200 a month.  Ideally, they would be married with school-age chil-

dren, but it is not necessary.   

 

The main responsibility would be developing our youth ministries.  

 

If anyone is interested, they may contact me at 912-278-9591 or email me 

a resume at josephbrock3@gmail.com.  

HELP WANTED 

Youth Leader / Music 

Part-Time/ Bi-Vocational 

mailto:josephbrock3@gmail.com


 



 



 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 158, Claxton, GA 30417 

Supply Preachers 

Tattnall-Evans Baptist Association 

(All 912 area code unless otherwise noted) 

Rev. Freddy Gardner 278-1783; Rod Kirkland 237-1602; Brett Bacon 977-3324 

Trey Bishop 229-313-2399; Ethan Brady 334-488-9085; Rev. Robert Crosby 655-3060;  

Rev. Bob Green 682-8452; Rev. Mel Kelly 334-8189; Robbie Lane 667-5124;  

Doug McMurtry 557-6001; Rev. Edward Oglesbee 618-8004;  

Rev. Kyle Oglesby 659-2724  

Please be in prayer for the following churches seeking Pastors: 

Agape and Glennville First 

 TEBA CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

 OCTOBER 11  TEBA Choir Fest—5:00pm—Elza Baptist  
 OCTOBER 18   Day of Prayer for Associational Missionaries 

 OCTOBER 18–23  WEEK of PRAYER for HOME MISSIONS 

 OCTOBER 22    TEBA  123rd Annual Meeting—Glennville First Baptist 

THANK YOU! 

TEBA would like to take this opportunity to THANK all of our sup-

porters. We are grateful to have a wonderful group of supporters for 

TEBA’s ministries in our churches and our communities! We now 

have a donation page on our website that can be accessed for donat-

ing to all of our ministries. This QR code will allow you to access 

and make secure donations to all of our ministries…. Good Health 

Ministry, Heart Beat Pregnancy Resource Center and/or the TEBA 

General Fund.  

Oct. 7– Lanie Jonas  

Oct. 11 -Dr. Matt Brady  

Oct. 13 - Bro. Jorge’ Andrade 

Oct.18 - Steve West  

Oct. 19 - Rev. Kenny Edwards 

Oct. 28 - Debbie Darby  

 

Oct. 12  - Rev. & Mrs.  

  Caleb Folsom 

Oct. 26 -Rev. & Mrs.  

   Paul Moore 

Oct 28– Bro. & Mrs.  

                            Jorge’ Andrade 

 


