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Our Church Family 

Agape. Antioch; Birdford; Bull Creek; Claxton First; Cobbtown; Collins First; Connors; Eastside; Elza; Evergreen; 

Faith; Friendship; Glennville First; Hagan; Little Rock; Mendes; Northside; Oak Grove; Pine Grove; Pineview; Primera 

Agape; Rehoboth; Reidsville; Rogers; Smyrna; Twin Oaks; Unity in Christ 

Hispanic Missions 
Nueva Vida, Reidsville; Noah’s Ark, Aline  

"Redeeming the Time" 
"See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the 

days are evil." (Ephesians 5:15-16, NKJV) 
 
As we move into the heart of summer, many of us find ourselves balancing vacations, family gatherings, 
ministry opportunities, and preparations for the busy fall season. The pace of life often seems relentless, 
and before we know it, another month has passed. Paul's challenge to believers in Ephesians is as relevant 
today as when he first wrote those words: "Redeem the time." 
 
To redeem means to buy back, to make the most of every opportunity. Time is one of God's greatest gifts, 
yet it is also one of our most limited resources. Every day presents opportunities to glorify Christ, encour-
age others, share the gospel, and strengthen our walk with the Lord. 

 
Throughout our association, I am grateful for the many churches and believers who are faithfully redeem-
ing the time. Vacation Bible Schools are reaching children with the good news of Jesus. Mission teams are 
serving locally and around the world. Sunday School teachers continue week after week to open God's 
Word. Pastors faithfully preach and shepherd their congregations. Volunteers quietly serve behind the 
scenes in ways that may never be fully recognized this side of heaven. 
 
As summer continues, I encourage each of us to ask ourselves: "How can I make the most of the opportuni-
ties God has placed before me?" Perhaps it is reaching out to a neighbor, visiting a homebound member, 
mentoring a younger believer, volunteering in a ministry, or simply spending more intentional time with 
the Lord in prayer and Bible study. 
 
The harvest remains plentiful, and God continues to open doors for ministry throughout our communities. 
Let us not become distracted by the temporary things of life while neglecting the eternal. Instead, may we 
commit ourselves anew to serving Christ faithfully and making every day count for His kingdom. 

 
An event that is always worth the time investment, the Annual Prayer Walk of our schools is set for Sun-
day, Aug. 2. Packets for the event were mailed this week. 

 
Thank you for your partnership in ministry through the Tattnall-Evans Baptist Association. It is a privilege 
to serve alongside you as we seek to advance the gospel and strengthen our churches. 

 
May the Lord bless you, your family, and your church during these summer days. 

 
In His Service, 
 
Brother Freddy  
Associational Mission Strategist 
 



 

Women With a Heart  

for God’s Work 
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The Summer has just flown by, and it's time for school to start back. I hope that everyone had a blessed and 

wonderful June and July. Freddy and I are now planning for the upcoming days and association events and 

activities.  

The Annual TEBA School Prayer Walk will be held on Sunday, Aug.2 @ 3:00   

The Associational Women’s Ministry is “leading the charge” on this event. I want to extend my thanks to 

every church that chooses to participate in this year’s  prayer walk. There is no better way to start a new 

school year.  

The Annual TEBA Women’s Ministry Inspirational Banquet is scheduled for Thursday,  

September 17, at 6:30 p.m. The Event will be held at Cobbtown Baptist Church. The Guest Speaker  

will be our State WMU President, Pam Murphy . We are looking forward to having her share with us! 

 

Each church will be responsible for the cost of meals, and each church's Women’s Ministry 

leader is asked to call the Associational office by Thursday, September 4, with the number 

of ladies that will be attending the Banquet. The plate cost will be determined soon. Each church 

can bring the plate money to the banquet. Let’s make this banquet the best one ever!  

Also, remember to bring with you any change that you have collected over the summer, celebrating  

“a little change, changes lives”. Many have already brought in their change to the Associational Office, 

and we have collected over $16750.00.  I can never say thank you enough. It is wonderful to see how the 

Lord is being honored. Let’s keep up the hard work. This can be an ongoing event that we can celebrate 

each year at the Inspirational Banquet. Everyone, regardless of age, in our churches can participate.  

Fundraising bottles are available at the TEBA Office.  If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to 

contact the Association Office.  

 

I know that it’s hard to believe, but it will be Christmas before we know it, and it will soon be time to begin 

participating in the annual Lottie Moon Christmas offering. What better way to be a part of keeping mis-

sionaries on the mission field! Freddy, Wendy, Steve, and I had the opportunity to be part of the Interna-

tional Mission Board a little over a year ago, and I can tell you that the missionaries are working hard each 

day to bring glory and honor to the Lord.  They live 1 Corinthians 10:31 daily.  

 

Please know that the TEBA Women’s Ministry’s heart is to be on a daily mission for the Lord.   
The Associational WM team has attempted to contact each church and identify a WMU or Women’s  
Ministry leader. If, for any reason, we have not made contact with a Women’s Leader, please get in touch 
with the TEBA Office and let us know who the best church contact would be.  I know that every church has 
women who are dedicated to serving the Lord.  The Association Women’s Ministry wants to come along-
side and celebrate all that you are doing.   Please keep us informed.  
 
Blessings! 
Lynn  



 

“Health Notes” 

Dear Friends and Family,  

 

July 4, 1776 – July 4, 2026 – 250 years Celebrating America!!!  What an amazing country to 

live in and raise my family in – God bless America, land that I love! May you take time this 4th 

of July and reflect on all the many blessings you have – clean water, air conditioning, high-

ways, law, and order.   

 

Jesus gave His life so I can be free! Free from the penalty of sin, which is death, and an eternity 

separated from God in hell. Thank you, God, for loving me so much that you gave your one and 

only son to die for me and because I believe this, I will have eternal life with you!  Praise God!  

Good Health Ministries continues to see the harvest through the miracle of Salvations! What 

an exciting time! We currently have 170 active patients.  Each patient gets an opportunity to 

visit our prayer room. Life discussion happens here; miracles happen here! People surrender 

their hearts to the Lord and transformation occurs.  Listen for opportunities to connect people 

with GHM.  

Heartbeat Pregnancy Resource Center continues to help moms and dads by providing parent-

ing classes to earn points and then use the points for items for their babies.  As families come 

in, we review the spiritual application to each lesson and pray with the clients. New clients are 

coming in for confirmation of pregnancy by ultrasound. When we see that precious baby and 

hear the heartbeat that opens a door for a conversation about creation and sharing the gospel 

message. People have a need, and we offer the hope of Jesus…. What a mighty God we serve!  

Until we meet again, I leave you with John 8:36, “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 

indeed.” 

May you enjoy July and be reminded of the freedom we have in Christ Jesus ~ 

Wendy West 



 

Heartbeat Pregnancy Center Current Needs:  

We are now accepting  

donations of all outdated   

Sunday School Literature or 

Quarterlies ! Just drop them 

off at the TEBA Office  

at your  

convenience ! 

Mon. - Thur. / 9-1  

*Wipes 

* Baby Wash & Lotion 

*Diapers  

(sizes 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6) 



 

 

VBS 

 
 UPCOMING DATES/LOCATIONS 

   

 Pine Grove      July 6—10 

 

 Antioch      July 12—15  

 

  

 

 



 

“The Joyful Noise” 
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John W. Peterson was born November 1, 1921 and went to be with our Lord Jesus back on September 

20, 2006. He was a songwriter who had a major influence on evangelical Christian music in the 

1950s through the 1970s. He wrote over 800 songs, more than 200 hymns, several books, and 

35 cantatas. 

 

Peterson's music often reflects themes of faith and hope. He has influenced contemporary Christian 

music through his compositions. His songs are still sung in churches today, showcasing their lasting 

impact. One of my favorites is “It Took a Miracle” and is our Song Spotlight for this month. He al-

so gave us the beautiful hymns “Surely Goodness and Mercy” and “Heaven Came Down.” John’s life 

reads like a novel. He was born in Kansas, where his brothers, Bill, and Bob, lived a wild and danger-

ous life of “boozing, gambling, fast driving, and sheriff-baiting.” 

 

One night Bill came home, took his mother in his arms, kissed her, and said, “Mother, I have found 

your Christ as my Savior.” The change in him was immediate and dramatic. Soon, Bob was also saved 

along with other members of the family. Then John, twelve, gave his heart to Christ as well. The two 

brothers became traveling evangelists, and John often joined them on their trips, singing at the meet-

ings. 

 

When World War II began, John joined the Air Force and became a pilot, who repeatedly risked his 

life while transporting men and materials over the fabled “China Hump.” In his spare time, he stud-

ied the Bible and wrote gospel songs. When the war ended, John enrolled in the Moody Bible Insti-

tute of Chicago. 

 

While attending class one day at Moody, John began thinking about how he had seen the radical 

change in the lives of his brother Bob and Bill through the miraculous power of the gospel. He 

thought about his flights over the Himalayas, the spectacular power of God revealed in the majesty of 

the mountains themselves, the incredible variety of the jungle, and the dazzling beauty of the star-

filled nights high in the air. 

 

“As these scenes flashed through my memory, I began to focus on the element of the miraculous in all 

of God’s work, creation, and redemption. The words of a song were forming in my mind, and before 

the class period was over the chorus was all thought out. I hurried over to the music building, found a 

vacant studio, and started to write: 

It took a miracle to put the stars in place; 

It took a miracle to hang the world in space; 

But when He saved my soul, 

Cleansed and made me whole, 

It took a miracle of love and grace.” 

 

Special thanks to “Then Sings My Soul” by Robert J. Morgan by Thomas Nelson Publishing, and “The 

Miracle Goes On” by John W. Peterson and Richard Engquist by Zondervan for their contributions to 

this article.  

 

Your servant in Christ, Phillip Shepherd 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songwriter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelicalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantatas


 

 

Men on Mission For God  

Association-Wide Men’s Ministry Update 

I would like to thank all the men who came out and worked on June 15th and 16th to com-

plete a deck repair and ramp build for a very sweet lady.   We had a good time and if I 

tried to name all the ones who were there, I would forget someone.  We are still looking at 

dates for ramp builds as we have some more to do this summer.  

I just want to encourage all the men of the association to come out this year and partici-

pate in the Fishing Rodeo and The Men’s Fish Fry in the September or October.  I also 

want to encourage you to bring your children or grandchildren when we have our fishing 

rodeo and make great memories this year. 

We will be celebrating the 250th Anniversary of the founding of our country on the Fourth 

of July.  This summer will be quite busy with family vacations and vacation bible schools.   

Let us be very thankful that we live in a country that allows us our freedom.   

Some of you know I served for 21 years in the US Army and almost 14 years of that was in 

Germany.  My first duty assignment was in West Berlin where I got to witness people in 

East Berlin and East Germany not having the same freedoms I had.  There are many peo-

ple in this world who will suffer for being a Christian because they do not have the same 

freedoms we have.   

 

Your Brother in Christ , 

Bro. Murray 

Greetings  
To All Men of The  

Tattnall-Evans  
Baptist Association 



 

 
 

 

RECENT 

RAMP  

BUILD 
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Mailing Address: P.O. Box 158, Claxton, GA 30417 

Supply Preachers 

Tattnall-Evans Baptist Association 

(All 912 area code unless otherwise noted) 

Rev. Freddy Gardner 278-1783; Rod Kirkland 237-1602; Brett Bacon 977-3324 

Trey Bishop 229-313-2399; Ethan Brady 334-488-9085; Rev. Robert Crosby 655-3060;  

Rev. Bob Green 682-8452; Rev. Mel Kelly 334-8189; Rev. Steve Kimbrell 237-4862;  

Robbie Lane 667-5124; Doug McMurtry 557-6001; Rev. Edward Oglesbee 618-8004;  

Rev. Kyle Oglesby 659-2724  

Please be in prayer for the following churches seeking Pastors: 

Agape and Glennville First 

 TEBA CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

                                   July 5—Religious Liberty Sunday 

THANK YOU! 

TEBA would like to take this opportunity to THANK all of our sup-

porters. We are grateful to have a wonderful group of supporters for 

TEBA’s ministries in our churches and our communities! We now 

have a donation page on our website that can be accessed for donat-

ing to all of our ministries. This QR code will allow you to access 

and make secure donations to all of our ministries…. Good Health 

Ministry, Heart Beat Pregnancy Resource Center and/or the TEBA 

General Fund.  

July 7 —  Carole Beasley 

July 9 — Dr. Tom Sollosi 

July 13 —Peggy Dorr 

July 14 —Rev. Jonathan  

                            Howard 

July 14 — Rev. Justin Jones 

July 16 — Carmen Rodriguez  

July 21 —  Dr. Lynn Gardner 

July 22 —  Kim St. Onge  

July 30 —  Mandie Howard 

July 12— Rev. Justin & Tori Gordon  

 

July 24—Rev. Freddy & Lynn Gardner 

      Rev. John & Abby Roberts 

 

July 29—Rev. Murray & Donna Benefield 

     Rev. Paul & Tracy Curry 

 


