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Our Church Family 

Agape. Antioch; Birdford; Bull Creek; Claxton First; Cobbtown; Collins First; Connors; Eastside; Elza; Ever-

green; Faith; Friendship; Glennville First; Hagan; Little Rock; Mendes; Northside; Oak Grove; Pine Grove; 

Pineview; Primera Agape; Rehoboth; Reidsville; Rogers; Smyrna; Twin Oaks; Unity in Christ 

Hispanic Missions 
Nueva Vida, Reidsville; Noah’s Ark, Aline  

 As the new school year begins, I would like to extend my gratitude to each of 
you who participated in our annual School Prayer Walk. What a joy it is to see God’s 
people stepping out in faith, covering our students, teachers, staff, and campuses in 
prayer. Your willingness to walk sidewalks and school grounds speaks volumes about 
your love for your community and your belief in the power of prayer. 
 
 Every prayer matters. Whether you walked in a large group, quietly paused at a 
flagpole, or prayed from your car, you joined in a vital spiritual work. We may never 
fully know the impact of those moments, but God hears, and He moves. 
 
 Let’s continue to support our schools, not just at the beginning of the year but 
throughout the year. Encourage your churches to “adopt” a school, write notes to staff, 
volunteer when appropriate, and, above all, pray consistently. 
 
 August also brings opportunities to refocus after a busy summer. As we move 
into the fall, I encourage you to evaluate your church’s mission focus. How are we 
reaching the lost? Discipling the saved? Serving our neighbors? Let’s keep asking, 
“What does faithfulness look like for us—right here, right now?” 
Thursday evening, Aug. 21, at Bull Creek will be the next Executive Committee Meet-
ing. Please come as we discuss the business of the Association and worship together. 
 
 Thursday evening, September 11, is the Annual Women’s Ministry Inspiration 
Banquet at Antioch. Lorna Bius will be the guest speaker. This is a plated meal, and 
reservations are required. The meal cost will be $16.00. To make a reservation, please 
call the TEBA office at 912-739-9040 with the required information. Reservations 
must be made by Sept. 4. 
 
Choir-fest is coming up on October 12. Over the next few days, Association Music Di-
rector Phillip Shepherd will send information about the event. 
 
Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel. I’m grateful to serve alongside each of 
you. 
In Christ, 
Freddy Gardner 
Associational Mission Strategist 
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“Health Notes”  

Dear Family and Friends,  

 We are moving through the summer and back to school is here!  Please re-

member to teach and remind your kiddos and grandkids about good handwashing 

practices and maintaining personal space.  This is a time to share the love of Jesus 

and how God has created each child wonderfully, but not the common cold and res-

piratory illnesses we know that come with starting back to school.   

 Good Health Ministries clinic continues to serve the uninsured population of 

surrounding counties.  GHM has helped many individuals and families get on insur-

ance plans and graduate off the program.  People’s chronic diseases are being man-

aged; therefore, they can work more and receive insurance benefits. GHM currently 

has 2 patients in rehabilitation for addictive recovery and 1 that went through recov-

ery for alcoholism for 9 months and continues sobriety.  God is moving and strong-

holds are being broken!! 

 Heartbeat Pregnancy Resource Center continues to partner with Foundations 

in Statesboro to teach Biblical principles to our community’s families.  We work to-

gether to equip moms and dads to live in abundance. Heartbeat just had our second 

mom come through with twin girls!!  It is so exciting to see these precious little ba-

bies in utero through sonography.  It is just an exciting reminder that God gives life! 

 Heartbeat is on the COUNT DOWN for 

the BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER – A LITTLE 

CHANGE CHANGES LIVES!! Please continue 

to promote and collect within your church.  I 

look forward to our 9/11 Inspirational Banquet 

when we will turn them in.  Also, we have a 

Hoyer lift and several walkers if you or anyone 

you know is in need, please call me at 912-623-

4484 and leave a message.  If you are interested 

in volunteering, please reach out.   

Until we meet again, I leave you with Psalm 

139:13-14, “For you created my inmost being; 

you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I 

praise you because I am fearfully and wonder-

fully made; your works are wonderful, I know 

that full well.” 

Wendy West 



 

“The Joyful Noise” 

3 

 

We often sing the beautiful hymn, “What a Friend We Have in 

Jesus”, because it is such a comforting song. You may not know the story 

behind how it was written. Joseph Scriven grew up in Dublin, Ireland and 

at the age of 25 was about to be married, when on the day before his wed-

ding the body of his fiancée was pulled from a nearby lake. Reeling from 

the tragedy, he made up his mind to immigrate to the Americas. Packing 

up his belongings he sailed from Dublin to Canada in 1845. 

Ten years later, in 1855, he received word that his mother was facing 

a crisis. Joseph wrote the poem and sent it to her as an encouragement. 

Mrs. Scriven gave a copy to friend who had it published anonymously, and 

it quickly became a popular hymn, though no one knew who had written it. 

Meanwhile, Joseph fell in love again. But tragedy struck a second 

time when his new bride to be, contracted tuberculosis and died in 1860 

before their wedding could take place. To escape his sorrow, Joseph 

poured himself into ministry, doing charity work for the Plymouth Breth-

ren and preaching among the Baptists. He lived a simple, obscure life in 

Port Hope, Canada, cutting firewood for widows, giving away his clothes 

and money to those in need. 

The great hymn writer Ira Sankey wrote of Joseph, “Until a short 

time before his death it was not known that he had a poetic gift. A neigh-

bor, sitting up with him in his illness, happened upon a manuscript copy of 

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” Reading it with great delight and ques-

tioning Mr. Scriven about it, he said that he had composed it for his moth-

er, to comfort her in a time of special sorrow, not intending that anyone 

else should see it. Sometime later, when another Port Hope neighbor 

asked him if it was true he composed the hymn, his reply was, “The Lord 

and I did it between us.” 

We are all very grateful to Joseph 

Scriven, and our Lord Jesus, for pinning 

these lovely lyrics. I encourage you to 

sing this incredible hymn often in your 

worship services, for the words are as 

powerful and comforting today as they 

were 170 years ago. 

 
Your servant, Phillip                                               

                                        



 

 

Greetings To All Men Of The Tattnall Evans Baptist Association 

 I hope everyone had a great 4th of July.  Let us always be thankful for 

our freedom.   

 As you read this, school will have started. I hope everyone had a 

chance to get out to the Prayer Walks at the schools on July 27th.  We need 

to remind ourselves to continue to pray for our children, teachers, and all 

the staff at our schools.   

 I know this seems like a repeat, but the Association has a few more 

ramp builds coming up in the future, but no dates have been set at this 

time. 

 The dates for The Association Fishing rodeo will be September 20th 

and will be held at Bro. Keith Harvey’s Pond in Cobbtown. I just want to 

encourage all the men of the association to come out and bring your chil-

dren or grandchildren in the fall when we have our fishing rodeo and make 

great memories. If you need any help or information, please call me at 912-

237-2935.   

 The Fish Fry and Men’s Fellowship which will be held September 

27th at First Baptist Collins and will be a great time of fellowship and a 

message from God’s Word. Bro. Justin Gordon from Oak Grove did a great 

job last year on reminding us on what we need to give up to follow Jesus.  

See the scripture below.   

Your Brother In Christ Bro. Murray 

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses sur-
rounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the 
sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endur-
ance, the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.  Hebrews 12:1-2 NASB 

Men On Mission For God  

Association-Wide Men’s Ministry Update 



 

Women With a Heart for God’s Work 

Association-Wide Women’s Ministry  
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 This Summer has just flown by, and it's time for school to start back. I hope that everyone 

had a blessed and wonderful June and July. Freddy and I are now planning for the upcoming 

days and associational events and activities.  

 The Annual TEBA School Prayer Walk was held on Sunday, July 27. The Associational 

Women’s Ministry led the charge on the event. I want to extend my thanks to every church that 

participated in the prayer walk. There is no better way to start a new school year.  

 The Annual TEBA Women’s Ministry Inspirational Banquet is scheduled for Thursday, 

September 11, at 6:30 p.m. The Event will be held at Antioch Baptist Church. The Guest Speaker 

will be Lorna Bius. Lorna has been a big part of our Heartbeat Ministry over the years.  

 Each church will be responsible for the cost of meals, and each church's Women’s Minis-

try leader is asked to call the Associational office by Thursday, September 4, with the number of 

ladies that will be attending the Banquet. The plate cost will be $16 per plate. Each church can 

bring the plate money to the banquet. Let’s make this banquet the best one ever.  

 Also, remember to bring with you any change that you have collected over the summer, 

celebrating “A Little Change, Changes Lives”. Many have already brought in their change to the 

Associational Office, and we have collected over $2650.00.  I can never say thank you enough. It 

is wonderful to see how the Lord is being honored. Let’s keep up the hard work! This can be an 

ongoing event that we can celebrate each year at the Inspirational Banquet. Everyone, regardless 

of age, in our churches can participate. Fundraising bottles are available at the TEBA Office.  If 

you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact the Association Office.  

 I know that's hard to believe, but it will be Christmas before we know it, and it will soon be 

time to begin participating in the annual Lottie Moon Christmas offering. What better way to be a 

part of keeping missionaries on the mission field! Freddy, Wendy, Steve, and I had the opportuni-

ty to be part of the International Mission Board a little over a year ago, and I can tell you that the 

missionaries are working hard each day to bring glory and honor to the Lord. They live 1 Corin-

thians 10:31 daily.  

 Please know that the TEBA Women’s Ministry heart is to be on a daily mission for the 

Lord.  The Associational WMU team has attempted to contact each church and identify a WMU 

or Women’s Ministry leader. If, for any reason, we have not made contact with a Women’s Lead-

er, please get in touch with the TEBA Office and let us know who the best church contact would 

be.  I know that every church has women who are dedicated to serving the Lord.  The Association 

Women’s Ministry wants to come alongside and celebrate all that you are doing. Please keep us 

informed.  

 

Lynn 
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Mailing Address: P.O. Box 158, Claxton, GA 30417 

Physical Address: 214 N. Ralph St., Claxton, GA 

Supply Preachers 

Tattnall-Evans Baptist Association 

(All 912 area code unless otherwise noted) 

Rev. Freddy Gardner 278-1783; Rod Kirkland 237*1602; Trey Bishop 229-313-2399;  

Rev. Robert Crosby 655-3060; Rev. Bob Green 682-8452;  

Rev. Steve Kimbrell 237-4862; Doug McMurtry 557-6001; Rev. Edward Oglesbee 618-8004; 

Rev. Kyle Oglesby 536-8443; Rev. Don Patterson 288-7594 

 

 

 

 
6 - Linda Oglesbee 

6 - Rev. Murray Benefield 

7 - Rev. Caleb Folsom  

9 - Miriam Usry 

10 - Terry Quick 

15 - Cheryl Rogers 

17 - Rev. Brandon Newell 

27 - Angie Edwards 

31 - Bailey Gainous 

 

Please be in prayer for churches in our association searching for pastors: 

Antioch, Faith, Rehoboth, Twin Oaks 

Ethan Brady 334-488-9085 

 

 TEBA CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

Whole Month of August: WMU Focus Month; Christmas in August 

August 3 - Send Relief Sunday 

August 10 -  SBC Serve Sunday  

3 - Daniel & Kim St. Onge 

3 - Rev. Brandon & Grace Newell  

6 - Rev. Curt & Destiny Tootle 

15 - Rev. Phillip & Carole Shepherd  

17 - Roman & Carmen Rodriguez 

THANK YOU! 

TEBA would like to take this opportunity to THANK all of our sup-

porters. We are grateful to have a wonderful group of supporters for 

TEBA’s ministries in our churches and our communities! We now have 

a donation page on our website that can be accessed for donating to all 

of our ministries. This QR code will allow you to access and make se-

cure donations to all of our ministries…. Good Health Ministry, Heart 

Beat Pregnancy Resource Center and/or the TEBA General Fund.  


